Press release from the German Heat Pump Association (BWP) e.V.

The German Hydropower Plant Association (BDW) e.V. and the German Heat
Pump Association (BWP) e.V. seek to join forces on the use of water bodies for
the heat transition

Berlin, 1 June 2026. The German Hydropower Plant Association (BDW) and the German Heat Pump
Association (BWP) intend to work more closely together in future to better harness the potential of
surface waters for renewable heat supply. Both associations see the combination of hydropower,
water body heat and heat pump technology as a major opportunity to drive the heat transition
forward in an efficient, regionally focused, ecologically valuable and climate-friendly manner.

Small and medium-sized water bodies, as well as the approximately 50,000 existing water management
infrastructures, offer considerable potential for supplying neighbourhoods, local authorities, industry
and heating networks with renewable heat. Heat pumps can utilise environmental heat from water
bodies, thereby replacing fossil fuels in the heat supply. At the same time, hydropower can provide
renewable electricity directly on site to operate the systems around the clock.

Existing and former hydropower sites, with their weirs and hydraulic structures, offer ideal conditions
for the use of water heat. Such sites often already have intake structures in place, complete with the
necessary fish protection and cleaning devices, as well as usage rights, meaning that additional costs
and the need for watercourse development through new structures can be avoided or at least
significantly reduced.

Historically, sites where water was utilised were often the birthplaces of towns, communities and
industrial settlements. Even today, many of these potential heat sources are still located in the
immediate vicinity of existing buildings and heat demand. What was once the starting point for
economic development and settlement — and still is in many places — could become an important
starting point for the heat transition in the future.

“Water bodies are a largely underestimated but very high-quality renewable heat source. Particularly
in combination with large-scale heat pump systems, they can make a significant contribution to security
of supply and the decarbonisation of entire cities,” explains Dr Martin Sabel of the German Heat Pump
Association (Bundesverband Warmepumpe e.V.).

“Hydropower plants, with their water management infrastructure, can be valuable building blocks for
integrated energy concepts. We see great potential in combining the strengths of both technologies,”
emphasises Dr Ronald Steinhoff, Vice-President of the German Hydropower Plant Association
(Bundesverband Deutscher Wasserkraftwerke e.V.).

As part of the collaboration, both associations aim to:

* raise awareness of the potential of water bodies for heat pump applications,
¢ identify obstacles in planning permission legislation,

e develop joint positions for policymakers and public authorities,

¢ highlight examples of good technical practice, and

e strengthen dialogue between operators, plant manufacturers, local authorities and planners.
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The aim is to accelerate the implementation of sustainable water-based heating in Germany and to
better integrate water management, electricity generation and heat supply.

Further information is available at
https://www.waermepumpe.de/presse/pressemitteilungen/ .
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About the German Hydropower Plant Association (BDW)

The German Hydropower Plant Association - Bundesverband Deutscher Wasserkraftwerke (BDW)
represents the interests of small and medium-sized hydropower companies in Germany and is
committed to promoting the preservation and expansion of hydropower as a renewable energy source.
As the umbrella organisation for the hydropower sector, it brings together the interests of 11 regional
associations with their approximately 2,700 individual members in Germany.

Bundesverband
Wérmepumpe e.V.

bwp

About the German Heat Pump Association (BWP)

The German Heat Pump Association - Bundesverband Warmepumpe (BWP) e. V. is an industry
association based in Berlin that covers the entire value chain relating to heat pumps. The BWP brings
together over 1,350 companies from the heating industry, trades firms, planning and architectural
offices, drilling companies and energy suppliers, all of which are committed to increasing the use of
efficient heat pumps.
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